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Realizing the need for financial services to high school students in Palm Beach and St. Lucie counties, Gold Coast FCU created a membership group of high school students with the aim of helping provide them with financial literacy and independence in their day-to-day living expenses. This led to establishing a branch on the Spanish River High School campus in November 2008. By establishing a membership group of students, the result is that they will already be connected to the credit union when they enter the workforce.
After receiving permission for the project from NCUA, and the Palm Beach County School District, Gold Coast FCU established the “Shark Branch” of GCFCU at the school in a corner of the cafeteria. Complete with ATM, the branch offers all the services of their other branches to students and adults who work at the high school, although with limited hours. Currently 40 memberships have been added and 35 high school seniors are trained to work in the branch on a rotating schedule.
